The Watson Partners Farm is part of a cooperative of sugar beet growers that

Wats on P ar tn er S F ar m established an internal point to non-point phosphorus trading program to

and the Southern Minnesota Beet offset phosphorus discharge from its processing facility. The sugar beet
Sug ar Coo per ative growers receive payments for planting cover crops that reduce phosphorous

loads by more than twice the amount required by the state.

Phosphorous runoff from agricultural and non-agricultural lands in
the basin promotes algal blooms in local rivers and lakes that
contribute to a dead zone (an area of depleted oxygen) in the Gulf of
Mexico, which harms aquatic biodiversity and the seafood industry.
Farming makes up 82% of the land use in the Minnesota River Basin.
Cover cropping is a farming practice that reduces phosphorus inputs
to waterways, helping to improve water quality downstream.
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The cooperative runs its own sugar beet
J\( processing plant. In 1998 it sought to expand
its wastewater facility and worked with the
: state agency and local partners to design an
Watson Partners is a fifth generation J o The Southern Nl.mnesota Beet : gency : g
. . Sugar Cooperative extends internal phosphorus trading program that
family farm with 7,500 acres of corn, . : : :
, p b, . across 17 counties of southern would allow it to meet pollution regulations
soybeans, and sugar beets. In 2009, father Minnesota, covering an area of within the Minnesota River Basin.
and son planted an oat cover crop over all 83,000 acres and involving

over 500 sugar beet growers.

2,179 acres of sugar beets as part of their “\L
cooperative’s phosphorus trading program.

Farm Revenue Sources (Gross), 2009

Source Income Customer

Watson Partners and other sugar beet growers
participating in the program receive a direct payment of
$4 per acre from the cooperative for planting cover crops.
While the payments themselves do not significantly
bolster farm revenue, cover cropping reduces soil erosion
and protects young sugar beets from strong spring winds,
improving sugar beet yield and associated income. Over
several years, cover cropping resulted in an average
annual increase of sugar beet yield worth $55 per acre.

Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative

ﬁ Sugar beets 41%
(processing)

Corn 51% Local elevator (primarily)

%‘ Soybean 7% Local elevator (primarily)

Wetland and habitat restoration <1% USDA CRP and CREP, Reinvest in Minnesota

Phosphorus reduction credits <1% Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative
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Revenue calculations and all financial information provided by the landowner.

Farm of the Future posters were produced by
EcoAgriculture Partners with support from the USDA
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7/— Office of Environmental Markets. Funding was

m For more information, please contact Dean Current at Green Lands Blue
AN  Waters/UMN at curre002@umn.edu, the USDA Office of Environmental Markets
at oem@usda.gov, or EcoAgriculture Partners at info@ecoagriculture.org
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